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PRESS RELEASE

Youth Empowerment and Transformation(YET) launches Youth Fund with Swedish Support

On 30 September 2009 , Youth Empowerment and Transformation(YET) officially launches its Youth Fund , with a total contribution of SEK 6. 6 Million (approximately USD 994 120)from Sida- the development arm of Sweden. 

YET  is a national youth driven programme initiated in 2004 with a secretariat in Harare and hosted by the Ecumenical Documentation Center in Eastern and Southern Africa (EDICISA). This support is a result of a relationship forged in 2008, when YET partnered with Sida to support some activities responding to their felt needs and aspirations, targeted at its member organizations throughout the country and reaching out to over 5,000 youths directly and indirectly.  
This boost towards capacity strengthening of the organisation comes at a time when there  are signs of recovery promised by the inclusive government, with the hope that the fund will empower the young people of Zimbabwe to shape their destiny and improve their lives. It is envisaged that the fund will enable youths in the civil society to influence their communities and the nation at large towards a democratic society, with a bias towards young women and youths in rural and marginalised communities.
Ambassador Sten Rylander says
 We are encouraged by Article XV of the Global Political Agreement which recognises the desirability of a national youth training programme which inculcates the values of patriotism, discipline, tolerance, non-violence, openness, democracy, equality, justice and respect. In this way youths 

can take a lead in the national healing process and help the country to move forward. We also look forward to the government establishing a non partisan National Youth Training Programme as outlined in the political agreement. 
During the current Swedish Presidency, one of the priorities is to take a decision on a new framework for the EU youth policy cooperation for 2010-2018. This framework promotes the same issues promoted in Zimbabwe by the inclusive government, which are to invest and empower the youth.
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