Speech by His Excellency, the Swedish Ambassador to Zimbabwe, Sten Rylander, YET Youth Fund Launch, 30 September 2009

 Honourable Minister of Youth Development, Indigenisation and Empowerment, Saviour Kasukuwere, the Minister of Development Cooperation Goran Engstrand – also my Deputy here at the Embassy, YET Board members, representatives of youth organizations here present, young artistes and other development partners, it is my pleasure to take this opportunity to join YET and Sida during the launch of this important youth fund.

Our Swedish government policy on support to the civil society through our Sida arm notes that in its operation, Sida shall aspire to promote the development of a vibrant civil society that improves the possibilities for poor and vulnerable people to improve their living conditions. In this equation, the youths are particularly a vulnerable group considering the challenges that Zimbabwe has faced politically, economically and socially in recent years. These challenges and difficulties have no doubt limited the opportunities and the potential for the country’s young people.With clear signs of recovery as promised by the inclusive government, we hope that the fund we are launching here today will empower the young people of Zimbabwe to shape their destiny and improve their lives. Some youths have been used for political violence and to fan hatred among Zimbabweans in the past. We are however encouraged by Article XV of the Global Political Agreement which recognises the desirability of a national youth training programme which inculcates the values of patriotism, discipline, tolerance, non-violence, openness, democracy, equality, justice and respect. In this way youths can take a lead in the national healing process and help the country to move forward. We also look forward to the government establishing a non partisan National Youth Training Programme as outlined in the political agreement. 

We are cognisant of and I am sure most of us here will agree that not so much resources are finding their way into the youth civil society sector. However, our willingness to support this sector is informed from the Swedish Policy for Global Development whose approach emphasises supporting the perspectives of the vulnerable to govern the work of development cooperation. The perspective of the youth is important for this approach to be a success. Considering the vulnerability of this sector as highlighted already, they should become key players in the development of the country since they have a lot at stake. At the level of the EU - where Sweden is holding the Presidency - we are taking youth issues very seriously. One of the priority issues during the Swedish Presidency is to take a decision on a new framework for the EU youth policy cooperation for the period 2010-2018. This framework promotes the same issues we are promoting here in Zimbabwe which are to invest in and empower the youths.

However, it is not just their vulnerability that strategically positions the youth in development; the youths have the energy and sharpness of the mind that, if resourced, can set the country on an irreversible path for economic development. With this in mind, Sida aspires to promote a vibrant and democratic civil society because civil society actors, particularly the youth, have vast potential to promote development in all its facets. 

Today, we are launching a fund that shall go a long way in facilitating youth participation in development processes against a background of proven knowledge of the critical role the youth can play in national development. Sida - and by extension the Swedish government - is pleased to support this fund and to be associated with it. I want to urge youths to utilise this fund in a manner that will demonstrate to the outside world the youths have the potential to change the face of Zimbabwe and the world. We are launching it mindful of the fact that - if put to good use - the fund could be the change of fortunes, that the civil society youth sector has been waiting for to become meaningful players in national process.

Subsequently, I look forward to seeing the youth themselves playing an active role in national development processes in order to address the challenges that might arise across the broad spectrum of economic, political and social issues that affect the nation. Recognising that the youth have demonstrated zeal and commitment to addressing these challenges already, resources remain the major obstacle to the success of their programming.

To that end, I declare the YET Youth Fund launched. Let’s begin the journey towards meaningful youth participation. I thank you!

