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Introduction to Treasured Moments in Sino-Swedish relations

2006 is a very special year in Sino-Swedish relations. In July, the ship Gotheborg, sailing from Sweden to
China, arrives in Guangzhou with the Swedish King and Queen on board. This ship, built as a full size
replica of a ship that sailed between Sweden and China in the 1740’s, is a symbol of our good and growing
relations.

Contacts between Sweden and China can be traced back a long time, but they developed on a bigger

scale in the early part of the 18th century. That was when bilateral dimensions of our relations became
important. Sweden brought silver to China, for which tea, silk and porcelain were bought and brought back
to Sweden. Things Chinese were very fashionable in Europe and the trade had a great impact on Sweden
and Swedish way of life. Already in 1847, Sweden and China entered into an agreement on friendship and
trade. Today, China is Sweden’s most important trading partner in Asia. Swedish brand names such as
Ericsson, ABB, Volvo, SKF, SAS and IKEA are since long established in China and for some of them China
is becoming the most important market in the world.

The ninth of May 1950 is a key date in Sino-Swedish relations. This was the day when Sweden, as the very
first Western country, established diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China. As relations
develop, Sweden and China today pursue a comprehensive dialogue on many issues of mutual concern like
economy, environment, commerce and law — all important topics in a worldwide perspective.

There have also been many encounters between our countries culturally. From the first Swedes who
travelled to China on board ships like Gétheborg and wrote about their adventures, to scientists and
sinologists like Sven Hedin, Bernard Karlgren and Johan Gunnar Andersson. They all shared a deep interest
in China and its culture and have in different ways contributed considerably to the knowledge of China in
Sweden.

The building of Gétheborg and the journey to China not only retrace an important part of our common
history, but also represent an important event in modern-day relations between our countries. The message
of the ship Gétheborg’s voyage is one of friendship, trust and respect, and it shows how our long, shared
history provides the foundation for a future where relations will grow and prosper for centuries to come.

Borje Ljunggren
Sweden’s Ambassador to China
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R Between 1731 and 1813, Swedish trading ships sailed from Sweden
to China for the Swedish Trading Company SOIC. In Guangzhou,
silk, tea and porcelain were bought and brought back to Sweden
where all things Chinese were very fashionable at the time.
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@ Anders Ljungstedt (1759-1835) was first employed by
the Swedish Trading Company SOIC on board the ships
sailing to China. He later settled down in Macau, where
he became the first Swedish Consul General on China. He
died in 1835 and was buried in the protestant churchyard
in Macau, where he still rests. A street in Macau has also
been named after him, Avenida Sir Anders Ljungstedt.
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%% The “China Castle” is situated in the garden of the Royal Palace
of Drottningholm outside Stockholm, the Swedish capital. It was
first built in 1753 as a gift from King Adolf Fredrik to his wife Lovisa
Ulrika. The current building is from 1769 and was built in a Chinese
style, expressing the high esteem in which all things Chinese were
held in Europe during the 18th century. The interior shows the “Blue
Lounge”, where a Chinese screen can
be seen.
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#21n 1866, a Scandinavian art and industry exposition was held in
Stockholm. The exposition attracted people from many countries,
including China. The Chinese delegation was led by a Mandarin of
the third grade. Some of the participants in the delegation can be
seen in this painting made by the Swedish artist Scholander.
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¥ The Swedish explorer and cartographer Sven Hedin (1865-1952)
spent many years travelling extensively in different parts of China.
He travelled along the Silk Road and explored the secrets of the
'moving lake' Lop Nor and the ancient city of Lou-lan. His last
expedition lasted from 1927 until 1935. These are the three leaders
of the Scientific Expedition to the North-Western Provinces of China
1927-28: Professors Yuan Fuli and Xu Bingchang, planning the work
together with Dr. Sven Hedin. The picture was taken in Khujirtugol
in Inner Mongolia in June 1927. In 2007, a symposium will be held
on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of this last expedition.
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@Johan Gunnar Andersson (1874-1960) at work in
Henan in 1918. Andersson was a Swedish geologist
who in 1914 took up the position as Mining Adviser
to the Chinese government. During his field trips
across China, Andersson made the sensational
discovery of the Yangshao culture in 1921. He was
also the first to discover the site of the Beijing Man
at Zhoukoudian outside Beijing. Andersson stayed
in China until 1925, when he returned to Sweden
and there laid the foundation of what is now the
Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities in Stockholm.
In China he is often referred to as the "Father of
Chinese Archaeology”. Andersson worked, in a for
that time unique partnership, closely together with
Ding Wenjiang and Weng Wenhao, both directors of
the National Geological Survey of China.
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@Bernard Karlgren (1889-1978) was a Swedish
sinologist and philologist, and the founder of
Swedish sinology as a scholarly discipline. His work
was pioneering in many ways and his reconstructions
of Ancient Chinese (600 A.D.) and Archaic Chinese
(ca 600 B.C.) belong to the greatest achievements
within the Chinese philology.
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2@ The Swedish Crown Prince Gustav Adolf (1882-1973) had

a deep interest in Asian art and archaeology and was himself an
amateur archaeologist. He collected Asian art and had an extensive
collection of Chinese artefacts that now belong

to the Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities in
Stockholm. He visited China in 1926 and went to
the Forbidden City in Bejiing as well as to Taiyuan
in Shanxi, where he took part in excavations
himself. In connection with an opera performance,
the Crown Prince also met with the famous Beijing
opera singer Mei Lanfang in Mei’s home in Beijing.
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% Already in 1892 Ericsson received its first order from China.
The picture shows telephone operators working at a switchboard in
Shanghai. Today, Ericsson is the leading supplier of equipment for
China’s rapidly growing mobile telephone system.
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@ Another example of Swedish long
term business presence in China is
SKF. Today SKF, a globally leading
supplier of ball bearings, has six

factories in China.
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R1n 1984, China’s Minister of Coal, Mr Yu Hongen, visited Atlas
Copco with a delegation from the Coal Ministry to discuss modern
coal-mining equipment. Atlas Copco is a world leading supplier of
mining equipment.
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@ Volvo AB, one of the leading suppliers of
trucks in the world, has exported trucks to
China since the 1920’s.
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2@ On May 9 1950, Sweden as the first Western country established
diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China. The
pictures show Chairman Mao receiving credentials from Ambassador
Hammarstrom and the Chinese and Swedish groups together.
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% Dag Hammarskjsld (1905-1961), Secretary-General of the
United Nations from 1953 until his tragic death in 1961 in an
airplane accident while on mission in Africa, is one of Sweden’s most
distinguished personalities. In January 1955, Mr. Hammarskjold
visited Beijing for talks with Premier Zhou Enlai. Mr Hammarskjold
and the Premier established a very good relationship and further
contacts followed.
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@ On September 16 1955, Premier Zhou Enlai honoured the
Swedish Embassy by attending a dinner at the Residence. This
signed portrait was presented on that occasion.

@®1955 9 16 ~ n ¢ A g -

Iom B n e A

e

-

13



occasion of the arrival of the ship Gétheborg
in Guangzhou in July 2006, symbolizes

the great importance Sweden attaches to
the relations between our countries. Below,
Their Majesties are waving from the ship.
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2@ The Swedish King Carl XVI Gustaf and . l.'l "J_E,FJ I II
Queen Silvia made their first visit to China | 1
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@1n 1981, Swedish Prime
Minister Torbjorn Filldin visited
China where he was received by
Deng Xiaoping and other senior
leaders. China’s reform and
opening up were major subjects in
the talks between Deng Xiaoping
and the Prime Minister.
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@ The Swedish Prime minister
Ingvar Carlsson visited China
in 1987. During his stay, he had
the opportunity to call on Deng
Xiaoping.
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@®In November 1996, Prime
minister Goran Persson visited
Beijing where he was received by
President Jiang Zemin and other
Chinese leaders.
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R The Swedish Crown Princess Victoria visited China in September
2005. During her stay she had the opportunity to learn more about
the country and its culture. Among other things, she got first hand
experience of the Chinese tradition of Taiji, as exercised in Beijing’s

Ritan Park.
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@1n September 2005, the exhibition “China and Sweden:
Treasured Memories” was opened by the Swedish Crown Princess
Victoria and the Chinese Vice Minister of Culture also president of
the Palace Museum, Mr Zheng Xinmiao. The exhibition
displayed porcelain produced in China and traded to
Sweden during the 18 century. As a gift, the Crown
Princess received a picture of her great grandfather’s visit
to China in 1926.

@2005 9 , n vy eqQy e v 0
a ’ Tl R - n e
L A n1sii e At
n A B 9 QY [ ey’
g 1926 e A




§%J-O Waldner is probably Sweden’s most famous table tennis player
ever and has met China’s top players many times in competitions.
The picture shows the three medalists from the men’s single final

in the Olympic Games in Sydney 2000: J-O Waldner (silver), Kong
Linghui (gold) and Liu Guoliang (bronze).
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@1n Sweden skiing is a very popular sport and Vasaloppet is the
world’s largest cross-country ski race, attracting almost 50.000
skiers every year, professional as well as amateurs. The first race took
place in 1922. In 2003 Vasaloppet was introduced
in Changchun, China, and it has already become
a tradition. One day the Chinese Vasaloppet will
probably be bigger than the Swedish!
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@ China’s Vice Premier Mme Wu Yi visited
Sweden in September 2004. During her stay
she also visited the ship Gétheborg, built
as a replica of one of the ships that, more
than 260 years ago, sailed to China for the
Swedish trading company SOIC.
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(@ The Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities
in Stockholm has the finest collection of
Chinese Yangshao pottery outside China, as
well as many other Chinese artefacts. Every
year, Chinese Spring Festival is celebrated
at the museum. In 2006, the Chinese
Ambassador to Sweden, Mr Lu Fengding,
Stockholm county governor Mats Hellstrém
and the Museum Director Mrs Sanne
Houby-Nielsen took part in the festivities.

(] n n v
y - 3
e A e HY o
LW FA ne 1
6" 0 1 a Mats Hellstrom”l
Sanne Houby-Nielsen A9
2006 IFA

(@ Chinese tourism to Sweden is growing
fast and Sweden has a lot to offer all kinds of
visitors. The picture shows Chinese tourists
outside the City Hall in Stockholm where
the Nobel Banquet is held every year on
December 10.










